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Dear colleague,


Dr. Ruy J.G. B. de Queiroz has made me aware of the recent decision of CNPq not to renew his research grant. As Dr. de Queiroz reports it, it was council’s opinion that “there were not enough journal papers with high impact in the Journal Citations Records/ISI in the last 3 years.” Dr. de Queiroz has formally appealed this decision, and has solicited my support of his view that his international standing and the impact of my academic work should not be evaluated exclusively on the basis of the publication of journal papers. I am by nature reluctant to stick my nose uninvited into matters that do not involve me directly, but since your appeal procedures allow it, I take the liberty of urging the committee to reconsider its decision. Of course, de Queiroz will be in due course present the scientific committee of CNPq with a detailed submission, and it would serve little purpose for me simply to duplicate it in my own remarks, beyond saying that de Queiroz has reviewed his case with me and I agree with it. 

It may be of some assistance to the committee if I were to emphasize the significance of de Queiroz’s appointment as Tinker Professor at Stanford and his election to the council of the Association for Symbolic Logic. These achievements attest to an international reputation of high order, a standing that considerably exceeds what might be suggested by the two journal articles – one high impact and one low – that appeared during the reporting period. Nor do I think it wise to overlook the importance of papers that appear in Festschriften and other edited works. In this I speak as co-editor of a Festschrift for Dov Gabbay, the DeMorgan Professor of Logic at King’s College London. When someone of the standing of Gabbay is the object of an attempt to honour him, contributors are aware that there is no more sincere form of it than to offer articles of the first importance. As a glimpse of the volumes (it is a two-volume work!) clearly discloses, logicians and computer scientists at the top of their callings responded to this imperative brilliantly. The names are impressive: Abramsky, Atremov, van Benthem, Fitting, Hodges, Kurucz, Wolter and Zakharayaschev, Makinson, Melis and Siekmann, and Suppes, to name just a few. That de Queiroz appears in this number further attests to the high regard in which he is held internationally.

I very much hope that you will not have thought badly of my intervention. Permit me to say with all respect that I think that the decision of the committee was an error and that Brasilian and international science would be well-served by the reinstatement of Dr. Queiroz’s research grant.

With all good wishes for the New Year.
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