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	Origem

	Report of a workshop by the Kaleidoscope Network of Excellence Mobile Learning Initiative

	Resumo

	It began by discussing with whether ‘mobile learning’ signified:

– Learning mediated by mobile devices, or

– Mobility of learners (regardless of their devices), or

Mobility of content/resources in the sense that it can be accessed from anywhere.

Workshop members decided that they preferred the broader concept of learning taking place in

the ‘mobile age’, rather than the use of the narrower term ‘mobile learning’.
The consensus was that, certainly from the point of view of evaluation, it was learners’ access to

data that had changed, and that this had profound implications for learner activities.
This enabled a much wider range of activities, but located them ‘on-site’ and in the field, rather than in a laboratory setting, with associated ramifications for control by the evaluator.
Loss of control in evaluation settings emerges in a variety of ways.
Learners would expect to pick up activities, do them in their own time, in their preferred working environment, using tools of their own selection.
Furthermore, technologies are becoming increasingly personal (intimate) regardless of whether students are the owners of the devices. This has implications for evaluation because participants in evaluation studies may be less inclined to open up their digital resources for inspection by a third party if they regard them as more personal. Or they may have personalised the environment or the resources in such a way that evaluators may find themselves evaluating somewhat different activities across the group.
How does evaluation overlap with design?
The relationship between evaluation and design is multilayered (e.g. as in providing formative and/or summative data), but a key notion for evaluation in the mobile age is the urgent need for user involvement in the design process. Cycles of development and testing can facilitate this, as

can a design rationale process (e.g. CLAIMS; requirements with test criterion), which allows evaluation to be built in as part of the design process from the beginning.
The Role of Theory in Evaluation

The current emphasis on ‘activity’ has stimulated a great deal of evaluation effort focused around Activity Theory, where, for example, emphasis is placed on historical perspectives (learners’ past experiences) and how these relate to the technology to be evaluated.
The key issue is to realise that evaluation may entail the peeling back of multiple layers of activity, and the need to keep track of what has been peeled and what hasn’t is essential.
Alternatives to Traditional Methods
Traditionally, evaluators might relate the success of a design to the success with which learners can achieve pre-identified learning outcomes.


	Problema

	The discussion of this issue will involve thinking about methods for identifying, recording,  understanding, and evaluating such activity.
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