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	Resumo
	There is an increasing and unprecedented adoption of wireless technologies in developed and developing countries alike (Keegan 2003). It is acknowledged that the technical capabilities of mobile devices are a crucial factor in developing and sustaining feasible m-learning projects.
Wood (2003) states that using wireless technologies in education may contribute to

combating the digital divide in developing countries, as this technology is generally cheaper than desktop computers, particularly mobile phones and PDAs.
Juniu (2003) states that wireless technologies are easy to integrate into existing classrooms and school network environments. An important pedagogical aspect concerning handheld devices is that they extend the learning environment beyond the classroom, as they are portable, support the paperless classroom, and provide additional methods of communication (Juniu 2003). Roschelle (2003) postulates that handheld computers may become an increasingly compelling choice of technology for classrooms because they enable a transition from the occasional, supplemental use associated with computer labs, to frequent and integral use of computational technology.
The M-learning project (2004) finds that with mobile learning learners are often surrounded by distractions; therefore learning has to be engaging.
Stead (2004) states that in every M-learning project trial, the learners engaged the most with the learning that they could do together, either by sharing the wireless technologies or by passing data between the devices, consequently learning should be built around this. The results of the Zurita et al (2004) research show that wireless technologies solve the weaknesses of coordination, communication, organisation, negotiation, interactivity and mobility encountered in collaborative learning (without technology) in education. 
According to the Becta research, possible weaknesses include small screens, possibly not ‘rugged’ enough for school use, data input (especially free text) takes time, costs of software and accessories, and the necessity to charge the batteries regularly (Perry 2003).

Keegan (2003) states that the main pedagogical issue to consider is the suitability of a course to the mlearning environment, as not all courses are suited to the m-learning environment. For example, short courses and mainly theory and information type courses are better suited to the m-learning environment.
The fact that more people in Africa have mobile phones, in comparison to fixed lines, indicates the potential for m-learning in Africa.
Brown (2004) suggests differentiating between two ideal target markets for m-learning, one consisting of first world learners who are the workforce on the move (with state-of-the-art mobile devices), and the other being third world rural or remote area learners who have mobile phones. Brown (2004) claims that the most appropriate mobile devices for learners in Africa are mobile phones. According to Brown (2004), mobile learning in Africa is a reality that will continue to grow in form, stature and importance, and it will become the learning environment of choice.

The proposed model demonstrates that the mobile devices can be used as academic support for learners via online assessment, providing course content and access to the Internet. The mobile devices in the proposed model for m-learning adoption enable learner-to-learner communication, as well as learner-to-teacher communication.
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	[Motivação] The use of wireless technologies in education impacts learner motivation, collaboration and mobility, which results in benefits for learners, parents and teachers.


	Notas
	

	Procurar +
	A further project conducted in Japan, investigated the extent to which mobile phones were utilised for educational purposes among university learners, and measured learners’ reactions to educational materials developed specifically for mobile phones (Thornton and Houser 2004).
Zurita and Nussbaum (2004) conducted an m-learning study in one low-income elementary school in Chile and state that this aspect of the larger Chilean mlearning project looked at the problems that occur in collaborative learning (widely used in elementary classrooms) when working without technology support. It also examined how a mobile computer supported learning environment, using handheld devices, can address these weaknesses.
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