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Research Questions

1. What is currently known about the benefits 

and limitations of agile software 

development?

2. What is the strength of the evidence in 2. What is the strength of the evidence in 

support of these findings?

3. What are the implications of these studies for 

the software industry and the research 

community?



Quality Issues

• Rigour. Has a thorough and appropriate 

approach been applied to key research 

methods in the study?

• Credibility. Are the findings well-presented • Credibility. Are the findings well-presented 

and meaningful?

• Relevance. How useful are the findings to the

software industry and the research 

community?



Screening Questions



Detailed Questions



Detailed Questions



Detailed Questions
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Extraction Form



Strength of Evidence – GRADE

• Study Design
– High: Randomized Controlled Experiments

– Low: Observational Studies

– Very Low: All others

• Study Quality
– Methods, issues of bias, validity, reliability, data collection and– Methods, issues of bias, validity, reliability, data collection and

analysis, etc.

• Consistency
– differences in the direction of effects and the size of the 

differences in effects

• Directioness
– the extent to which the people, interventions, and outcome 

measures are similar to those of interest
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